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Purple Project succeeds in awareness, fails in engagement
BY KYLIE YEATMAN

CAMPUS

CUSD board election underway 
with two spots for four candidates

DISTRICT 

BY KYLIE YEATMAN
Voters throughout Carmel-by-the-

Sea, Carmel Valley, Big Sur and Pebble 
Beach will be tasked on Nov. 6 with elect-
ing two candidates––choosing between 
incumbent board president John Ellison, 
Operation Padre chair Tess Arthur, real 
estate broker Lisa Talley-Dean and for-
mer Carmel River PTA president Sara 
Hinds––for two spots on the Carmel Uni-
fied School District board to serve four-
year terms. 

The opening of two positions as op-
posed to only one has been brought forth 
by current CUSD board member Mark 
Stilwell’s decision to not run again, al-
lowing for two candidates to be selected. 

For this reason, voters may place more 
focus on the individual qualifications of 
the candidates and consider where their 
priorities lie in terms of education.

Keen-eyed voters may be looking for 
candidates with close ties to the school, 
but in the case of the four contenders, all 
have or have had children in the district. 
All four candidates are residents of Car-
mel, and all have similar ideals: Safety in 
the school district must increase, finan-
cial decisions must be made, and stability 
must be maintained.

 How will the four candidates ensure 
these ideals are fulfilled?

PURPLE PROJECT
CONT. ON 2

POLITICAL POSTS
CONT. ON 2

Seniors Graca Chaves, Chloe Bernal and Jessica Pavloff adorn purple face paint at the 
2018 Powder Puff game in support of the Purple Project.

Political posts have potential
to unite or divide students

STUDENTS 

BY ATHENA FOSLER-BRAZIL 
Social media is changing the 

landscape of politics. Not only are 
politicians themselves logging into 
the social network, but platforms like 
Instagram and Twitter are dramati-
cally altering the way young people 
find their information and spread their 
ideas. On campuses everywhere, so-
cial media provides a platform for 
students to share their opinions; how-
ever, it can also lead to conflict be-
tween teenagers online.

On the CHS campus in particu-
lar, a number of students report fac-
ing ridicule when they post especially 
polarizing views online, peers taking 
to the comment section to berate them 
for their beliefs. Carmel High junior 
Hana Kamler, open about her support 
of President Trump, describes one 
such incident.

“I would post something on my 
[Snapchat] story, and I’d have people 
respond and say, ‘Why do you believe 
in that? Are you retarded?’” says Ka-
mler, who has posted photos of her-
self wearing Trump merchandise and 
written briefly online about issues she 
feels strongly about. 

According to Kamler, personal 
attacks based on her political posts 
are not uncommon, dissuading her 
from posting her opinions at all, 
though she still feels compelled to put 
her thoughts out there on occasion.

In a 2018 survey of American 
teenagers done by Pew Research Cen-
ter, it was concluded that 95 percent 
of teens 13-18 have access to a smart-
phone, the most frequently visited 
apps being YouTube, Snapchat and 
Instagram. Internet access is nearly 
ubiquitous, but the same study report-
ed that 45 percent of teens are unsure 
whether this constant access has had a 
positive impact on their lives.

Junior Addy Carley, who has also 
openly showed support for Trump, 
has observed trends in the way teen-
agers communicate online, particu-
larly about politics.

“I don’t think you should go [on-
line] and post about why you’re right 
and they’re wrong,” Carley says. 
“You should just post about how you 
feel.”

Carley notices that many people 
on social media are hostile and ag-
gressive about their opinions and 
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 In 1983, the general public collective-
ly learned that there’s more to anti-drug 
activism than Nancy Reagan telling kids 
to just say no and pledge to DARE. Thirty-
five years later, Carmel High School seeks 
to amplify the message of abstinence with 
The Purple Project, a pledge for teenagers 
to abstain from alcohol through the daily 
adornment of a purple wristband—but 
has it been successful since its implemen-
tation in September?

Inspired by the alcohol-related death 
of former CHS student Annabelle Van-
denbroucke in July, CHS activities direc-
tor Aubrey Powers explains that she felt 
it was the responsibility of the school to 
respond to the tragedy by influencing stu-
dents to make good, conscientious deci-
sions. Variations of the bracelet include 
commitments to making safe choices, not 
drinking and driving and resisting sub-
stance abuse.

The project was initially founded by 
former professional basketball player and 
addiction survivor Chris Herren in 2011 
as an attempt to aid students in recovery 
from substance-related addictions. CHS 
activities director Aubrey Powers reveals 
that she was inspired by Herren’s story and 
wished to spread his message on campus.

In an effort to draw attention towards 
the project’s goal, Powers encouraged stu-
dents enrolled in her leadership class to 
wear purple bracelets in support of the 

campaign. 
“It’s an op-

portunity for stu-
dents to demon-
strate their pride 
in being sober,” 
Powers explains. 
“There aren’t very 
many times in 
school where you 
get to show that 
sobriety is some-
thing you stand 
for.” 

Stdent-ath-
letes were tasked 
to wear these 
bracelets in order 
to show support 
for the project in 
September’s Pow-
derpuff game, a 
football game in 
which female stu-
dents play football 
and male students dress as cheerleaders. A 
number of students were quick to question 
the timing of the campaigning, with signs 
and advertisements for the project be-
ing made the same week as the infamous 
“Powder Puff parties,” annual parties—
not sponsored or endorsed by the school, 
and by no means mandatory for Powder 
Puff participants—that are notorious for 

photo by AUBREY POWERS



their rife supply of illicit substances.
“I think that it was definitely planned,” says senior 

Clementine Chamberlain of the timing, noting that the 
project was not treated seriously by students. “If [the 
school] had done the project even a week later, I think 
there would’ve been a much more positive response.”

This timing issue was further illustrated by stu-
dents making a joke of the project on social media— 
including students wearing bracelets with the project 
name on them while taking videos containing sub-
stance consumption—rather than taking it seriously as 
an anti-drug campaign. 

One student who attended a pre-Powderpuff party 
noted seeing a number of students drinking while si-
multaneously wearing one of these wristbands, com-
menting on the irony of the scenario. 

“Kids are on social media, and if they’re partak-
ing in bracelets that say they aren’t going to...of course 
they’re going to post that,” another senior girl remarks. 

The aforementioned senior explains that she feels 
these projects are ineffective due to their treatment of 

students as being ignorant to the effects of alcohol, 
explaining her belief that schools should be allowed 
to acknowledge that if students are to partake in the 
consumption of illicit substances, there should be some 
way of guaranteeing they will be safe. 

“I think something like pooling money towards 
getting Ubers for kids to return home safely would be 
effective,” a senior explains. “If I were going to drink, 
I think it’d make more sense.”

Of course, the school representatives cannot legal-
ly address the fact that students are drinking, running 
the risk of enabling such behavior. 

“It might be more effective that way, but we sim-
ply cannot acknowledge that students are partaking in 
drinking if they do,” Powers emphasizes. 

Still, this begs the question, Is it possible to aid 
students in making better choices about drugs and al-
cohol without directly acknowledging solutions to this 
problem other than abstinence? 

“What we can do is tell kids not to drink at all or 
not to do drugs at all,” senior leadership member An-
nalise Krueger explains. “If we say anything else, that 
qualifies as acknowledging students drinking.”

Krueger encourages students to have conversa-

tions with their parents and families about drinking as 
opposed to the school, remarking that it is impossible 
for the school to directly confront drinking as it per-
tains to minors.
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more inclined to in-
sult and target each 
other than actually 
talk about a topic or 
work to find com-

mon ground, similar observations to Kamler’s.
“They don’t bother to ask me why I believe in 

something,” notes Kamler, saying that many of the re-
sponses she receives are emotionally driven and inten-
tionally trying to hurt her, though she says she doesn’t 
post to offend or target anyone in particular.

Senior Clementine Chamberlain, an outspoken 
Democrat, has had similar experiences when she has 
posted on social media about politics, facing backlash 
and ridicule from other students on campus.

According to CHS social studies teacher Marc 
Stafford, this all has to do with the way social media 
forces people to interact.

“I think the problem with social media when it 
comes to something like politics is that you’re limited 
in what you can say,” Stafford says. “We’re required to 
eliminate nuance from the conversation.” 

Forced to simplify understandings and opinions 
of complicated political issues into the format social 
media provides, these posts can make communicating 
effectively difficult. Junior Alex Faxon expresses frus-
tration over how people interact over social media. 

“I don’t find that arguing with people on the inter-
net is a very effective way of communicating,” Faxon 
says. “A lot of times it’s emotionally driven. There’s a 
lot of anger.”

Teachers and students agree, communicating ef-
fectively and coming to compromise is made difficult 
by the limited format social media provides.

“The nuance is where there’s middle ground...
where we might be able to find agreement,” Stafford 
says. “When we start to eliminate that we’re kind of 
cast into two corners that can never find that middle 
ground.”

While finding compromise on social media in a 
divisive political climate is difficult, it does happen, 
sometimes simply requiring a little more time and 
thought. 

“We did definitely agree,” Chamberlain says of 
a conversation about gun regulations she had with a 
conservative boy in her grade on Instagram. “We got 
to some middle ground. There were only a couple of 
things we didn’t agree on.”

Faxon believes that the goal should be for both 
sides of the debate to work to find what’s right, not just 
prove who’s correct.

“It should be everyone’s job to search for the truth 
and not just win arguments,” Faxon says of his take on 
the issue.

In an era where the president has tweeted over 
2,000 times since his election, social media has facili-
tated positive discourse too, enabling numerous move-
ments including the #MeToo movement and #Black-

LivesMatter. Social media also facilitates the spread of 
information, making it accessible to a wide reach of 
individuals. 

“Social media can be used for good and for 
spreading positive messages and giving people outlets 
to share their voice,” Chamberlain says.

The fact that social media has given high school 
students a platform to get involved in politics early has 
undeniably changed the political climate, with move-
ments such as the 2018 March For Our Lives being 
student-led and publicized largely on social media.

Purple Project
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“Honestly, you’re your 
own person, so you 
should be able to post 

whatever you want.”

Do you think posting about your 
political views on social media 
has a positive or negative impact?

“If you’re acknowledg-
ing both sides of the 
issue, I think it’s okay if 
you’re acknowledging 
other viewpoints and 
addressing the validity 
of those too.”

“I would say it has a 
negative impact be-
cause people can judge 
you really quickly 
based off of that one 
fact and not look at 
your overarching per-

sonality as a whole.”

“I think the biggest issue 
is that it’s kind of an 
echo chamber in which 
people are not looking 
for political discussion 
but rather for others 
to make their opinions 
seem valid.”

Tyler Armstrong, ‘21 

Jake Dorn, ‘19

Eliza Frey, ‘20

Mia Kotelec, ‘20
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California sees increase in wildfire severity, frequency
ENVIRONMENT

BY KIEREN DASTE
While not having completed the 2018 wildfire sea-

son, California has already seen more than 50 wildfires, 
ranging in size from relatively small incidents to mas-
sive ones such as the Mendocino Complex Fire, which 
has burned over 1,858 square kilometers, the biggest 
wildfire in California’s history.

Despite statewide concerns towards controlling 
California’s current wildfires, local officials are con-
cerned that the current rate of wildfires might spell di-
saster for much bigger and more deadly wildfires in the 
near future. 

“I’ve been in the fire service for 19 years, 
and the last five years have been the most busy by 
far,” says Eric Ulwelling, the division commander 
for the Monterey County Regional Fire District. 
“A very recent development is that many fire de-
partments are getting overwhelmed by the extent 
of certain wildfires and more oftenly relying on 
cross-department assistance.”

The start of 2018 marked a continuation 
from 2012 in California’s most recent addition 
to its series of droughts. With the vast majority 
of rainfall occurring during winter months, for-
ests suffer from a lack of moisture for most of the 
year. 2015 proved to be California’s driest year on 

record according to the California Department of Wa-
ter Resources, which proved disastrous for fire-related 
catastrophes when coupled with shorter, more intense 
winters and longer summers.

“We are now facing relatively moderate tempera-
tures and winters shifting towards extremes and having 
a long period of rain followed by a torrential down-
pour, which triggers a multitude of other natural disas-
ters due to soil erosion,” explains Ulwelling who points 
towards the Thomas Fire, where mudslides killed 21 

people and destroyed over 100 homes in Montecito.
While California’s prolonged drought is typically 

considered to be the chief cause for the sharp rise in 
wildfires, Fire Division Commander Eric Ulwelling 
points towards other factors affecting the rate of wild-
fires.”

“Bark beetle infestations have resulted in a high 
rate of tree mortality,” Ulwelling adds. “These dead 
trees provide an ample fuel source for forest fires, al-
lowing fire to spread at an uncontrollable rate.”

In direct response to the large spike in wild-
fires in recent years, California has enacted many 
programs on both a statewide and local level.

“Concepts such as fuel reduction, the act of 
removing flammable material from at-risk areas, 
are being implemented to ensure that future fires 
will not spread as rapidly or burn at such high in-
tensity,” Ulwelling says. “Pacific Gas and Electric, 
for the first time ever, has allocated personnel and 
resources to removing debris from power lines and 
energized cables due them being the root of many 
fires.” 

When asked about plans in place for a pos-
sible solution to the current crisis, Ulwelling points 
towards the common man.

You may know her from her volun-
teer work, from her establishment of Op-
eration Padre or simply as Mrs. Arthur at 
Carmel Middle School––and now, you’ll 
come to know her as Tess Arthur, board 
candidate. 

Through her close involvement to 
virtually every school in the district, Ar-
thur explains that she’s met with students 
of all backgrounds, including working 
with special needs students at Tularcitos, 
serving as CMS volleyball coach and in 
fundraising efforts for CHS.

“I am a passionate advocate for chil-
dren,” explains Arthur, noting her goal 
that all students’ individual needs are 
met. “Building relationships is my gift 
and something I know will serve me well 
on the CUSD board.”

Outside of her campaign, Arthur 
has continued to work on her goal of 
creating a sports field at Cachagua Park, 
which she explains will be completed by 
the end of October. 

“I am a natural-born leader and 
have the ability to motivate and inspire 
others to fight forwhat’s right,” Arthur 
says. “My work has only just begun.” 

More than just a real estate broker 
with a strong legal background, Lisa Tal-
ley Dean has been a volunteer and advo-
cate for students over the last 11 years of 
her children’s education in the district. 
The former lawyer explains that the skills 
she’s acquired in both the courtroom and 
the classroom will make her a highly 
beneficial member of the board.

“My strong work ethic, legal back-
ground, honesty and integrity, loyal 
commitment to clients, problem-solving 
skills and collaborative approach have 
all been key to my success,” Talley Dean 
notes. “These are the same skills I would 
bring to the table as CUSD board trustee 
if elected.”

Talley Dean, who frequently ad-
vocates on behalf of students at board 
meetings, explains her knowledge of the 
public school system as being instru-
mental towards her campaign. 

“I very much care about the educa-
tion of our youth in our area,” explains 
Talley Dean, who goes on to note her de-
sire to see students reach their full poten-
tial during their time in the district. “My 
energy and passion for primary educa-
tion, coupled with my experience and 
skill set will enable me to make a positive 
difference for student outcomes.”

Lisa Talley Dean envisions a board 
with cohesion, ensuring students a 
bright future and balancing financial and 
social needs in both the classroom and 
the district. 

As an incumbent member of the 
CUSD board, Ellison explains his influ-
ence from former Superintendent Mar-
vin Biasotti’s leadership, alongside his 
belief that the board needs adequate re-
sources and stability in order to achieve 
its already-established goals. 

“The goal that I am most passionate 
about is completing our master planning 
project,” explains Ellison, going on to de-
scribe how this will improve facility de-
velopment in the district. Common de-
mands in infrastructure, including lights 
on the football fields and improvements 
in school parking, are revealed by Ellison 
to be part of his focus. 

The M.D. explains further his goal 
to continually provide teachers with re-
sources to grow in their professions, pro-
viding students with greater educational 
opportunities. 

“I believe that we have accomplished 
a great deal in our ability to prepare stu-
dents for college,” Ellison clarifies, “[but] 
there is much more that we can do to 
prepare students for the job market if 
they choose that in place of college.” 

Further remarking on his involve-
ment in the district, the incumbent ex-
plains his enjoyment of watching each 
graduating class each year—and his goal 
to continue to see each class make im-
provements in preparedness for their 
paths ahead of them. 

A former PTA president at River 
School, Sarah Hinds is ready to share 
her passion for public education while 
also providing representation for parents 
of students below the high school level, 
with two children currently attending 
CMS. 

Hinds stresses her engagement in 
the district as a key factor in her run, ex-
plaining her belief that board members 
should be firmly engaged in the district 
and its activities. 

“Board members should be engaged 
and visible,” Hinds explains. “If we have 
a strong school board, we will have a 
strong community.”

Hinds explains her belief that the 
district is currently going in the right di-
rection in terms of planning and that she 
is willing to put in the time and effort it 
takes to best represent the community.

“I will always keep our students’ best 
interests in mind when I’m making deci-
sions,” says Hinds, explaining her focus 
on safety and security for all students in 
the district.

As a mother of a 14-month-old who 
will also be entering the district, Hinds is 
in it for the long run.

“Our district is going in the right di-
rection, and I want to be part of the team 
that keeps us on this trajectory,” Hinds 
asserts. “I attended CUSD schools, and I 
want to give back to this community that 
is so rich in educational opportunities.”
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With the opening of the 2017-18 
school year, Carmel Unified started im-
plementing a district-wide infrastructure 
project called “Project 2020,” designed 
to bring better Wi-Fi to all the district 
classrooms, as well as connecting all 
the buildings—internally and out to the 
internet. To date, the district has spent 
nearly $600,000 on the project since its 
creation. 

Devices like fiber optic cabling, a 
virtual data center, and wireless aspect 
points have been purchased and installed 
by the district. All of these, to students, 
may sound confusing. 

“Most of the money has gone to 
purchasing new Wi-Fi access points for 
the wireless network and switches for 
the wired network,” says Paul Behan, 
the chief technology officer in the Car-
mel Unified School District. “The over-
all goal is to improve network speeds 
for the students and staff so they can use 
technology seamlessly.”

The process by which these deci-
sions are made is rather meticulous. The 
district first must nominate members to 
be in a committee that will then hold for-
mal meetings on school funds. It’s there 
that crucial funding decisions like Proj-
ect 2020 are made. 

“The Wi-Fi access points in an 
enterprise-level situation, like a school, 
can cost 10 times what a home system 
costs because of the added demands and 
complexity,” Behan adds. 

This is one of the reasons why sys-
tems in districts are so expensive, and 
funding is needed. Because the district 
qualifies for a federal funding system 

called E-Rate, the cost of Wi-Fi ac-
cess points for the district reduces from 
$175,000 to almost half that. 

Despite the recent purchase of these 
basic materials to improve the district 
and CHS, the exact purpose and mean-
ing of them can be perplexing. To begin 
with, it’s important to note that each 
school in CUSD possesses what’s called 
a “main distribution center,” in which 
signals are passed to the internet. The re-
cently purchased fiber optic cables serve 
the purpose of connecting each building 
to the main distribution center. 

“The main purpose of the upgrades 
is to address Wi-Fi connection and speed 
issues at all the district’s schools,” adds 
Behan. 

The fiber optic cables will provide 
the “backbone” of the network and 
are capable of faster speeds than what 
CUSD used before the recent upgrade: 
copper cables.  

Wi-Fi access points, which have 
also been recently installed over the 
summer, allow classrooms to connect to 
school Wi-Fi. In the past, Carmel Uni-
fied has used one Wi-Fi access point per 
two, sometimes three classrooms. With 
the new inclusion of access points, the 
district now has about one access point 
per classroom. 

“Essentially, the server was getting 
hit,” says Colin Matheson, a member 
of the Carmel Unified tech department, 
“and it was overloaded because it was 
under-resourced, and perhaps settings 
and things as well, but that was part of 
the nice thing about this summer: they 
gave it more power.” 

Matheson additionally taught a 
course last year with the CHS science 
department and witnessed the crashes 
and lack of functionality of key district 
websites. This year, Matheson is begin-
ning to witness a change in the connec-
tion to Aries, the district’s grading site, 
and Moodle, where teachers house their 
homepages. 

“It’s never good if a student is do-
ing their part, and for whatever reason, 
the system doesn’t let them get credit,” 
Matheson adds. “It puts a drag on their 
time. It’s hard enough to be a student, so 
if the system is reliable, or even more re-
liable, then as a student you can do your 
work and move on.”

Because of this, students, teach-
ers and staff should be receiving bet-
ter Wi-Fi connection since last school 
year. However, Wi-Fi access points are 
still being installed in the outside ar-
eas of CHS, and changes will be made 
throughout the school year as the instal-
lation approaches completion. Changes 
will continue to be made indefinitely for 
Carmel, as the technology of the district 
will constantly be advancing. 

“We had some minor issues at the 
beginning of this year with new students 
to the district and their ability to log in to 
a couple things, but that resolved itself 
pretty quickly,” says Kevin Buran, a Bi-
ology teacher at CHS who has witnessed 
some change in the speed of internet this 
year.

Since the beginning of the school 
year, Wi-Fi access points have been in-
stalled by district faculty all around the 
school, allowing teachers like Buran to 

proficiently work with students. 
“The issue is that we’re constantly 

improving infrastructure,” Matheson re-
marks. “It’s not like this infrastructure is 
done in terms of tech at the high school 
because by the time it’s averaging 10 
gigabits across the network. That’s al-
ready slow.” 

Despite the installation of access 
points, students still find themselves 
struggling to gain Wi-Fi access on their 
mobile devices. Some classrooms in cor-
ners of the school have worse connec-
tion for students, while others have Wi-
Fi that is easily accessible. 

With the recent installment of the 
virtual data center, the district should 
be witnessing changes in the efficiency 
of the Aeries and Moodle websites. Stu-
dents of all classes during the 2017-18 
school year found themselves at times 
not being able to get into either website, 
especially on Friday mornings, when 
quizzes and tests were scheduled. The 
inability to access curricular materials 
led to the installment of a new virtual 
data center, in which both websites serve 
as “applications” that are hosted on vir-
tual servers for increased reliability. 

As students and faculty alike ap-
proached the end of the 2017-18 school 
year, the problem of technology at Car-
mel High was voiced heavily. This year, 
the school can expect an improved, 
quicker and overall easier approach to 
the technological aspect of student life 
at CHS. 

 

Carmel Unified looks to improve technological aspect of 
district, student life by investing in Project 2020

TECHNOLOGY

BY MILES PREKOSKI

From The Padre to The Carmel Sandpiper: 
Over 60 years of student-run journalism at CHS
BY ELLAH FOSTER 

When poodle skirts, sock hops and soda fountains 
were all the rage, The Padre, pre-
cursor to The Carmel Sandpiper, 
was born. From an old-fashioned 
printing press to modern-day 
word processing, the Carmel 
High School student publication 
has undergone many revolution-
ary transformations through its 
70-year run. 

Former CHS Commercial 
Arts teacher Lloyd Miller was the 
first adviser to the bimonthly pa-
per, creating it in 1950, only 10 
years after the school was found-
ed. Responsibilities were split 
into categories including typists 
and reporters, giving every stu-
dent a different role. The Padre 
continued reporting until 1972 
when the publication adopted a 
new name: The Sandpiper.

After nearly a decade of hiatus through the 1980s, 
English teacher Dale DePalatis applied for a teaching 
position at CHS and was asked if he had ever taught a 
newspaper class before, leading to The Sandpiper’s re-
establishment in 1992. For the next 13 years, DePalatis, 
who is still teaching English at CHS, took the reins and 
published an issue roughly every two to four weeks. 

“With newspaper, I’ve always taught by setting up 
kids as though it were a job,” the former adviser says. 
“I didn’t teach it as a typical academic class. Every-
one had to be incredibly responsible with meeting their 

deadlines and proofreading work.” 

DePalatis explains how students were in charge of 
certain categories for the paper, including features or 
news pieces. The publication also included show list-
ings for upcoming concerts in the area and often ran 
movie previews. With the lack of internet access, this 
type of information was invaluable to the student popu-
lation.

When DePalatis could no longer teach the course 
due to scheduling conflicts, there were five years 
where The Sandpiper was known as Ink’d, an artistic 
collage released once per semester, taking the form of 

a large cardstock cutout with fewer and lighter articles, 
namely opinion pieces. It was focused less 
on reporting and more an outlet for artistic 
expression. 

In 2008, fellow English teacher Mike 
Palshaw took over the adviser position for 
The Sandpiper, admitting that he wasn’t fa-
miliar with the specifics of creating a high 
school publication.

“I studied journalism, so I was in-
trigued by it,” the current adviser says. “I 
didn’t know about the production of a high 
school paper, but DePalatis helped me a lot 
those first two years.”

Palshaw kept many of the same fea-
tures and categories when he took over 
The Sandpiper, including the popular horo-
scopes, which made their debut in Septem-
ber 2002. Along with similarities, there 
were numerous changes to The Sandpiper 
with time. 

2017 CHS graduate and editor-in-
chief Anna Gumberg was a major part of the Sandpiper 
staff during her junior and senior years, reflecting that 
the biggest change The Sandpiper underwent during 
her time was a move to professional printing.

Before The Sandpiper printed off-site in its cur-
rent form, the magic happened right in Room 23 using 
a Risograph, a high-volume printer. When the content 

The journalism class of 1953 gathers around typewriters and past newspapers.
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Student makes company from fair project
STUDENTS

BY DILAN PATEL
While other students were busy playing video 

games at home, Carmel High School senior Jack 
Hays expanded on his eighth-grade science fair 
project and created a company, Bruno’s Goods and 
Gear, which sells all-natural dog grooming products. 

“It all started in eighth grade after my science 
fair project on the anti-bacterial effects of rosemary 
and lavender,” says Hays, who had recently gotten 
a new dog, Bruno, who had really sensitive skin. “I 
wanted to find an all-natural shampoo without syn-
thetic chemicals,” says the entrepreneur. 

Rather than searching online for a solution, 
Hays decided to create his own product by using 
the knowledge that he learned from his science fair 
project. He incorporated both rosemary and laven-
der into his products and the smallest number of in-
gredients possible.

During the planning stages of the company, his 
mom and dad taught him 
the skills needed to run, 
create and manage it, but 
now he runs the company 
by himself. 

“My role as a parent 
has largely been to pretty 
much fill in the gaps and 
holes where he needed an 
adult,” explains his mom, 
Margaret Hays. 

His company at the 
moment has a total of 
three products, two dif-
ferent shampoos and 
Snout Grout, which treats 
dog’s dry noses. The 
shampoos come in two 
different scents—rose-
mary and lavender—and 
contains seven all-natural 
ingredients, while the 

Snout Grout has three. 
The products are currently in 17 different store 

locations in various regions of California, and even 
one in New York. One local pet store in downtown 
Carmel, Diggity Dog, has been working with him 
for over a year. 

“They do great,” says Vanessa Hill, the buyer 
for Diggity Dog. “They sell out all the time. I am 
always ordering more.”

Hays managed to get his products in various 
stores in California because, if a store is interested, 
he travels to the store and personally introduces 
himself and the product.  

Hays follows a typical wholesale business mod-
el, selling the product in bulk to “middlemen” who 
then, in turn, sell to the consumers. To obtain his 
product, he typically goes to a small, local family-
owned business and buys in bulk, making a single 

bottle of 16-ounce shampoo cost 
around $3 to $4 to produce and selling 
them to retailers for about $6.50. 

“They will usually sell it for 
around two to three times the cost,” 
Hays says. 

Diggity Dog retails each bottle of 
16-ounce shampoo for $17. So far this 
year, Hays assures that his revenue has 
been positive. 

The senior is also a very dedicated 
student. Throughout his time at Car-
mel High School, he has taken 17 AP 
courses, plans to apply to college and 
major in computer science and is con-
sidering a minor in business. He also is 
a part of the Carmel High School ten-
nis team. 

Hays plans ti work on and grow 
the company in the coming years. 

Senior Jack Hays’ flourishing business 
proves that he isn’t an average high 
school senior.

photo by DILAN PATEL

Outstanding Young Scientist finalists Amaya Bechler, 
Carmel High’s own Nina Patel and Chloe Kim. Patel 
was awarded first place and a $1,000 prize by the 
California Association of Professional Scientists for her 
examination of parasites’ threat to humans. 

courtesy of CAPS

Sophomore Ananda Sudol, CHS health 
teacher Leigh Cambra and senior Clementine 
Chamberlain at Google’s #Digital4Good event.

courtesy of CLEMENTINE CHAMBERLAIN



Pacific Grove’s origin 
story of the legendary Shoe tells a tale about a lone 
track shoe left on a muddy field after a game in the 
late afternoon, no owner to be found. But Carmel 
High actually holds the foundation of where the Shoe 
came from.

Circa 1948, three students by the names of Jim 
Hare, Tom Handley and Dick Weer wanted a sym-
bol that would result in the perfect dispute within the 
rivalry between the Carmel High Padres and Pacific 
Grove Breakers. They came up with the idea of bronz-
ing CHS teacher and athletic director Lloyd Miller’s 
shoe to serve as a trophy given to whoever was to 
win the annual, long-anticipated football contest be-
tween the two schools. It was titled the J.O. Handley 
award after Tom’s father, who paid for the shoe to be 
bronzed and put onto display for decades to come. 

In a more contemporary setting, Carmel High 
students post banners displaying how ‘P.G. can’t 
hang’ as a means of informing incoming freshmen of 
the rivalry they too will become dedicated to preserv-
ing.

Seventy years and counting, CHS and PGHS 
fight for the ultimate bragging rights of a bronzed 
shoe, the trophy awarded to whoever wins the foot-
ball game known county-wide as the Shoe Game. 

“The Shoe Game was a chance to play your 
crosstown rivals in front of a lot of friends and fans,” 
former CHS head football coach Craig Johnston says. 
“It was fun to play them the last game of the regular 
season for the league championship and the Shoe.”

Plaques surrounding the trophy base of the Shoe 
are engraved with every year’s winners, fitting only 
a decade on each plaque. They are replaced once the 

oldest gets filled up, and the trophy belongs to which-
ever school has the majority of wins on the given 
plaque. 

Carmel Valley native Jeff Wright, a former teach-
er and student of CHS, played in the Shoe Game dur-
ing his senior year in 1963, went on to coach the foot-
ball team for CHS and is now considered an expert on 
everything related to the Shoe Game.

“The rivalry between CHS and P.G. is the most 
natural thing ever,” Wright says. “They’re both small 
schools in the same community and are both really 
dedicated to the game.” 

The Shoe Game is a staple of the Monterey 
County, leading Gonzales High and King City High 
who have their annual Battle for the Megaphone, the 
individual student bodies working together to form 
their own set of rules and guidelines for how every-
thing plays out. 

“If you talk to both sides, winning the Shoe Game 
means bragging rights forever,” Monterey Herald 
sports reporter John Devine says. “Alumni from 20 
years ago still talk about playing in the Shoe Game.”

This year, the sports teams at CHS and through-
out the county were sorted into different leagues 
than in previous years. It didn’t just affect football; 
field hockey and cross country are also experiencing 
changes in their own events, struggling with larger 
competitions and bigger meets.

“I think the teams not being in the same league 
for the first time in 60 years this season could either 
be a plus or a minus, depending on what’s at stake in 
Week 11,” Devine says. 

The Shoe Game brings the biggest crowds to 
CHS of any football game, alumni having high school 
reunions planned around when the Shoe Game occurs 

and symbolizing what it means to be a part of a com-
munity so invested in this high school football game. 

“As a coach, you’re just trying to put the guys 
in the position to be successful in that game because 
it’s so important to so many people,” current Carmel 
head coach and athletic director Golden Anderson 
says. “More people care about that game than other 
games.”

Joan Lucido is a resident of Pacific Grove, but 
was raised in Carmel. She graduated from CHS, but 
once she moved to P.G. as an adult, both of her kids 
attended Pacific Grove High School. Her son played 
football and was heavily involved in the Shoe Game, 
and her daughter was a cheerleader for it, so when the 
annual Shoe Game comes around it’s a huge deal for 
the Lucido family. 

“It’s one of the biggest things that brings our 
family together,” Lucido says. “We plan around it.”

hoe Game ends, the field is covered in red, gold 
and gray as students swarm the players. The winning 
schools earn bragging rights that will last the whole 
year.

In the 2017 game, Carmel students threw red 
chalk above the student body as the buzzer rang 
through the stadium, school spirit for CHS never 
being more intense. Pictures of the football players 
holding the Shoe are blown up all over social media, 
along with crowd selfies painted with red and gray.

Currently, the J.O. Handley award, known as the 
Shoe, is displayed in the main office at Carmel High, 
dozens of students and faculty walking past and re-
membering Carmel’s great victories every day. Car-
mel will host this year’s contest Nov. 3 at 2 p.m.

Padre offensive and defensive combo lead to 
7-0 start in Carmel’s first season in division

The CHS Padres won their first four league games in style, out-
scoring their opponents by 40-plus points five times so far, all while 
the offense continues to innovate and improve its game, supported by 
a rock-solid defensive line. 

While the story of the Padres may appear to be one of victory this 
season, their real story is one of innovation. From the beginning of 
the season, quarterback Kai Lee and a whole suite of capable receiv-
ers have had free reign over the passing game with 1,366 yards and 
16 touchdowns recorded so far. However, Lee’s quarterback rushing 
ability, while rapidly improving, was next to nonexistent early in the 
season as he went negative in his first three games.

To cover this specific hole in their gameplay, the Padre offense 
has started using sophomore J.T. Byrne, a figure towering a full head 
over most players, as their rushing ace-in-the-hole, touting a total of 
157 yards on only 16 rushes. The Padre staff has started putting in 
Byrne when it needs to make short-range rushing plays, perfect for 
punching the ball into the end zone. 

“It’s a good play for us,” head coach Golden Anderson explains. 
“When you run the quarterback, you’ve got all 11 guys participating. 
A lot of the time when you hand it off you’ve got 10 guys playing 
and one guy watching, so with this play it’s really 11 on 11, which is 
really to our favor.”

Carmel’s running game has also come into focus around a single 
player, junior Dakota Mornhinweg. With over 750 rushing yards to 
his name, Mornhinweg is constantly running the ball up the side as a 
potent alternative to a passing play. Also a capable receiver, Mornhin-
weg has the most points to his name with 84 this season. 

While the offense has been growing and changing, a constant 
on the team has been Carmel’s brick wall of a defensive line, led by 
seniors Robert Brown, 9.5 sacks 40 tackles, and Zach Dezee with 35 

tackles. This defensive line has given up the lowest number of points 
in the entire league with only about eight per game. 

“I thought we played well,” says Dezee about the 53-0 Soledad 
shutout on Oct. 13. “Our coaches do a really good job of getting us 
prepared, and they give us a really good game plan, so whenever we 
execute the game plan good things happen.” 

Additionally, the defense has proven its ability to carry the of-
fense through rough matchups like the Monte Vista Christian game 
when Carmel won 14-0. When the offense struggled and only man-
aged 14 points, the defense was able to shut out the opposing team. 
Carmel’s aggressive defense never gives the competition a chance to 
breathe. 

Currently, the Padres are stomping through the Mission division 
of the new Pacific Coast League. This division is beneath the higher 
up Gabilan division with teams such as Aptos, Palma and Salinas, 
raising the question whether Carmel should be advanced into the 
Gabilan division to help balance the obvious disparity.

“All these guys don’t get to come back and play,” Anderson says. 
“It’s easy for people to think we should go there, but really you need 
to look at all the teams, who they have coming back and what they’re 
actually going to look like next year.”

While it may not be reflected in their varsity record, Anderson 
also points out that the JV program, composed largely of freshmen 
and sophomores, has been struggling to compete with the physically 
larger teams fielded by schools much larger than Carmel. This prob-
lem would only be further amplified by facing the teams from in-
creasingly larger Gabilan division schools such as Salinas, who has 
2,500 students compared to Carmel’s 850 or so.

On Friday, the Padres play North Salinas at the Rabobank Sta-
dium in Salinas at 7:30 p.m.

BY PETER ELLISON

PADRE FOOTBALL
BY TAYLOR DESMOND

SPORTS

If the Shoe fits: A brief history of Carmel High’s beloved Shoe Game

Year of ‘95 Shoe Game rally displays the float built by the CHS sophomore class.
Courtesy of YEARBOOK STAFF

Chris Brown runs his fifth touchdown in the 2003 Shoe Game.
PHOTO BY S. GANN

PADRES DOMINATE
The Padres defeat P.G. 23-22 in the ‘95 
Shoe Game. 

photo by KAREN MARASCO

SPORTS

LIVE GAMES
Watch the Carmel North Salinas football 
game LIVE at www youtube com mcaettv, 
starting at 7 25 p.m. Friday, Oct. 19.



As Abby Ahn reviews her class notes, she notices 
a messy doodle on the side of her binder paper. With a 
second look, she recognizes its great potential. Sparks 
of inspiration flying, Ahn revisits and revises until she 
has created the perfect design.

“Let me try it with a checkered background or a 
hand holding it,” Ahn says. “One thing reminds me of 
another until it ends up looking the way I like.” 

Carmel High senior Abby Ahn broke the norm by 
creating her own clothing company, OK Cool, dur-
ing the summer of 2018. The brand’s website, okcool.
shop, features T-shirts, backpacks and other accesso-
ries which the artist single-handedly creates.

Over her four years at Carmel High School, Ahn 
has taken numerous art courses as well as extra courses 
outside of the school, including graphic design classes 
at the Youth Arts Collective in Monterey. 

“It is very rare that we have somebody do both 
of the AP art portfolios in the same year, unless it is a 
student that we feel can totally handle it. Abby is one of 
those students,” says Holly Lederle, Carmel’s AP Stu-
dio Art 2D, Graphic Design and Photography teacher. 
“She is really self-motivated and her work is very clev-
er. Her personality comes through in her work.”

Fellow senior Oliver Fredrickson, owner and cre-
ator of the brand Nerd Venom, saw some of Ahn’s 
designs and told her that they would look great on T-
shirts. From there, he helped set her up on the website 
he uses to print his T-shirts, Uberprints. 

The artist took this opportunity to upload one of 
her original designs onto a T-shirt. When she wore it to 

school, Ahn became overwhelmed by the sheer num-
ber of compliments and questions she received about 
it. Students told her that they really liked the shirt and 
would want to have their own. She saw a business op-
portunity and began to print more, in order to sell them 
face-to-face to her friends. 

Growing in popularity, Ahn 
decided that she wanted to be 
more professional, so she started 
her own website. Unassisted, she 
began researching how to create a 
website. After weeks of hard work, 
she was able to sit back and see a 
well-organized, competent website 
displaying her art.

“I was pretty proud of myself,” 
Ahn says. “Even though it took me 
a while, and it was really hard to 
set everything up and make sure it 
worked, I was able to figure it out 
by myself which made me feel ca-
pable.” 

After investing about $350 
into the website alone, merchan-
dise is just now beginning to sell. 
With five orders in the past two 
weeks, the young entrepreneur sees 
success in the future. She hopes to 
get the word out to more people, seeing social media 
as an outlet. 

With Ahn’s passion and talent for graphic design, 

other businesses have begun to notice. A local dive 
shop in Monterey saw her work and hired the young 
entrepreneur to make T-shirts in order to raise environ-
mental awareness. Folktale Winery also hired her to 
create wine labels after noticing her exceptional work. 

Interested in finding out more information on this 
unique brand? Visit Ahn’s website at okcool.shop. 
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Young artist and entrepreneur Abby Ahn is a part of an up-and-coming 
era of creative geniuses. 

Photo by ALICIA KRUEGER

Senior duo plays instrumental role for schools’ needs
BY JORDI FAXON

Olive De Luca leans forward and her voice bright-
ens as she starts talking about her new project. When 
Aaron Georis talks, he speaks quickly and punctuates 
his sentences with quiet chuckles. Olive 
and Aaron aren’t just musicians. They’re 
music lovers, so it’s clear why they’re 
both so excited about their new, altruistic 
venture.

De Luca and Georis are two seniors 
at CHS working on a project called Music 
Beyond Borders to provide instruments 
for and expose music to students of less 
privileged elementary schools in the Mon-
terey area.

For De Luca, working with other 
musicians has been a rewarding and en-
joyable experience that has had an influ-
ence on her decision to pursue this project 
since she feels that there are less fortunate 
students who are missing out on invalu-
able experience.

“[It’s] so sad because there are so 
many people in this world that just don’t 
have that opportunity,” De Luca says.

To remedy this deficiency, the team 
has raised about $300 and has obtained three instru-
ments ready to donate to a school plus another ten or 
so ready for donation soon.

“Once we have enough instruments, make all the 
connections and plan it out,” Georis says, “we’re going 
to go to a local elementary school, lower-income, and 
put on a clinic to jam with the students.” 

Their goal for this year is to connect, start an in-

strument drive and host a masterclass in at least one 
school, and in order to accomplish this they’re working 
with two organizations. The first is Spero Challenge, a 

program that helps students from Monterey Peninsula 
schools identify community issues that matter to them 
and provides them with resources to help them accom-
plish their goals. 

“It’s all about asking students, ‘What are problems 
in your community, and how can put your passions 
to use to tackle those problems and come up with a 
unique solution?’” says Brian Bajari, CEO of Spero 

Challenge.  
Regarding Music Beyond Borders, Bajari says 

that it is a great idea that will serve the community 
well: “Why not put instruments that aren’t 
doing anything in a closet into the hands of 
children who wouldn’t otherwise have access 
to them?”

Apart from Spero Challenge, De Luca 
and Georis are also working with the Singer-
Songwriters’ Guild, a CHS club that gives 
musicians opportunities to make collabora-
tive music in a casual setting. The two gave 
a small speech at the Singer-Songwriters’ 
spring concert last year outlining their mis-
sion and set up a donation box that saw more 
than $100 worth of donations from attendees.

But Singer-Songwriters’ aid stretches 
further than just a single concert’s worth of 
donations: The team says the guild will be 
where students who will host the clinics will 
mainly come from and, they hope, become 
the main outreach branch of the guild so that 
Music Beyond Borders stays running after 
they graduate. 

“The biggest measure of if this project is 
actually successful or not will be if it continues in the 
future,” De Luca says.

If anyone has an instrument that they would be in-
terested in donating, please send an email to musicbe-
yondborders18@gmail.com. 
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Artistic entrepreneur turns passion into business
BY ALICIA KRUEGER 

Olive (left) and Aaron (right) holding their instruments before The Addams Family 
musical, in which they both participated in the live orchestra.

STUDENTS

STUDENTS
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The Whitney Elizabeth Grummon Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund, in memory of the longtime 
teacher and mentor at Carmel and North Monterey 
County High School, was created through the 
Community Foundation of Monterey County in 
order to give back to the community after her pass-
ing seven months ago. The goal is to raise $40,000 
in order for the fund to annually donate $1,000 to 
each high school every year to support college-
bound graduating seniors.

According to Hal Abrams, a leader in the push 
for creating the scholarship, the fund has already 
acquired $27,000 toward their goal, but they are 
still looking for more people willing to donate to 
the cause. 

“Everyone has been contributing,” Abrams 
says. “Her friends, fellow teachers, family, and 

a lot of students who are now alumni, as well as 
some current students have also given.”

In June 2018, CHS graduate Gianluca Douros, 
now an attendee of San Diego State University, 
received the grant of $1,000, given to him after 
organizing a student walk out to protest against 
gun violence and being an impactful student of 
Grummon’s throughout high school. From North 
Monterey County, Anais Celaya was awarded the 
scholarship to help her pursue her Bachelor’s and 
Master’s of Speech Therapy at the University of 
Pittsburgh at Greensburg.

Abrams asks the general public to donate on-
line to the endowment scholarship at www.cfmco.
org/give-now. Checks can also be mailed to 2354 
Garden Road, Monterey, CA 93940. 

Scholarship commemorating CHS 
English teacher over halfway to goal
BY TAYLOR DESMOND

and layout was ready for publication, students would take 
charge of printing, collating and creasing every page of the 
paper themselves. 

2015 graduate and Sandpiper alum Carly Rudiger reflects 
back on printing day as a reminder that The Sandpiper really 
was student-run. To ensure all was going smoothly, a student 
would have to stand over the printer and check that the pages 
weren’t blurry or cut offline.
 CHS graduate Carly Rudiger reflects back on printing day 
as a reminder that The Sandpiper really was student-run. To 
ensure all was going smoothly, a student would have to stand 
over the printer and check that the pages weren’t blurry or cut 
offline.

“We went from spending hours after school babysitting 
an ancient printer that jammed about every other page to 
simply sending a PDF over and receiving boxes of beauti-
ful, colored issues that looked like real newspapers,” Gum-
berg reminisces. “It was revolutionary. It completely took The 
Sandpiper to the next level.”

While the off-site printing later proved to be a game 
changer, Palshaw explains his initial reluctance concerning 
the idea in 2016.

“I had a student who was pushing for off-site printing, 
so she could be more creative with layout,” Palshaw says of 
Erin Kreitman. “My reservation was that we were coming out 
with a newspaper every two weeks at the time and the costs 
of switching off-site were going to be higher. The motivation 
was that the big printer we were using was dying, and nobody 
made replacement parts anymore.”

Once The Sandpiper began printing through Folger-
Graphics, based out of Hayward, the number of copies printed 
each issue increased greatly. In the 1990s and early 2000s, the 
staff printed about 250 copies and distributed around campus. 
Palshaw raised that count to 500 in 2008, but kept the publica-
tion on campus as well. Now, The Sandpiper prints 2,500 cop-
ies each month and distributes in local coffee shops, libraries 
and frequented businesses, greatly expanding its print read-
ership, while simultaneously reaching more readers through 
PDF access to each issue on the school’s website. 

With the new resources that came along with technologi-
cal advances, the paper’s layout—the long process of orga-
nizing stories, graphics and art digitally to prepare for print-
ing—has also changed through the years. For many years, 
The Sandpiper staff printed their publication at the same loca-
tion as The Carmel Pine Cone or The Monterey Herald. They 
used Adobe Pagemaker, one of the first publishing programs, 
for layout.

Gradually, layout transitioned to using Adobe InDesign. 
With easy access to the internet, layout has become a little 
more straight-forward. Whenever faced with a technical prob-
lem, Palshaw immediately recommends his layout editors to 
find the answer somewhere online: “Google it,” he says.

Rudiger reflects on a piece she wrote in 2013 about the 
common use of hookah pens by teenagers, going so far as to 
see where she would be allowed to illegally purchase them 
in the area—no, she didn’t buy one. She remembers students 
rejecting the article because they could no longer easily buy 
their e-cigarettes, but Rudiger remained confident in the story.

Similarly, 2018 editor-in-chief Becca Goren explains her 
hardest story was one about sexting where she had to elo-
quently discuss the dangers of the topic while conducting sen-
sitive interviews. 

“I found it particularly challenging to present such a 
complex issue in a concise and comprehensive way while also 
conveying what the professionals that I spoke with found to 
be important,” Goren explains.

From all students, present and past, a general consensus 
remains that Newspaper is an experience like no other. It’s an 
opportunity to choose topics that are important to the com-
munity and put articles out for hundreds, if not thousands, to 
read. Nearing its 70th anniversary…in one form or another…
who knows where the future will take CHS’ beloved Sand-
piper. 

Sandpiper history
cont. from 4

Anyone wishing to contribute to the Whitney Elizabeth Grummon Memorial Scholarship Fund can 
donate to the endowment at www.cfmco.org/give-now.

CAMPUS



OCTOBER 2018 10 NEWSthesandpiper.org

Anime-loving junior Isabella Ra-
mos got into the Japanese style of ani-
mation through an app on her iPod at the 
age of 10. Seven years later, she has re-
started the Anime Club at Carmel High 
School. 

Ramos explains that anime is film 
and television animation from Japanese 
origins, generally for adults and young 
adults, and she restarted the Anime Club 
when she discovered the past club had 
failed

“I started the club because I like an-
ime,” she says. “I had never heard of an 
Anime Club being at Carmel High, but 
apparently there was.” 

Ramos’ hopes for the future of the 
club is to continue to play games, watch 
anime, listen to anime music, cosplay 
(dressing up as an anime character), and 
even try to set up a field trip for the club. 

She promotes her club by hanging 
posters around the school for all to see. 
When she has free time, she’ll engage 
with strangers in conversation, hooking 
them on anime questions, then letting 
them know when and where the Anime 
Club takes place to receive the answers 
and a small bribe of food.

You can mostly find 
Isabella Ramos in Room 17. 
Otherwise, she is roaming 
the campus with friends.

She is both excited and 
nervous about being the pres-
ident of the Anime Club, but 
much to her surprise she is 
not the least bit overwhelmed 
by it—unless she counts 
“talking too much.” 

“Overall, she’s super 
nice and holds the traits of 
a good leader,” says junior 
Campbell Hogan, who has 
been a member of the club 
since she met Isabella at the 
beginning of the school year. 

“She came to me,” says 
Don Freitas, the advisor of 
the Anime Club. “She asked 
if I’d be willing to do it, and 
I said yes. I think it’s a great 
opportunity for people to get 
together who share a com-
mon interest and to be them-
selves and talk about things 
they love.”

“She does make an ex-

cellent club president,” Freitas then 
comments. “She always has an agenda 
prepared, and she often brings snacks for 
the group and stays focused and on task 
with things.” 

Some of Ramos’ other friends and 
teachers have also said great things 
about her. They tend to generally have 
the same sentiment. 

“Isabella has a wonderful personal-
ity,” says Kristine Tarozzi, the yoga and 
dance teacher. “She’s super friendly and 
enthusiastic and loves everyone. She’s 
a great resource whenever I have a new 
student in the class I’m like, ‘Hey, Isa-
bella, this person’s new! Come over and 
chat them up.’”

Isabella Ramos has also been 
awarded Student of the Month for being 
helpful in dance class, Tarozzi adds. 

“I felt really happy and excited be-
cause I had never won one in my life,” 
Ramos exclaims. 

At any given meeting, there are 10 
to 15 people, and Ramos gladly wel-
comes new members. The club meets in 
Room 17 every Tuesday at lunch. 

Anime lover leads successful school animation club
BY LUCY NELSON

Isabella Ramos enjoys comics and anime at Hot Topic. 
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Teen musician inspires with CMS program for 
beginning band students
BY GRACE DEAN

Through a program for beginning band students at 
Carmel Middle School, trips to Mexico and her own 
experiences in high school music, CHS senior Sophia 
Buraglio inspires and educates 
from the preschool to high 
school level to connect with 
students and prepare for a fu-
ture career in music education. 

Buraglio has become the 
first Carmel High student to 
create her own independent 
study program working as an 
all-purpose clinician for be-
ginning band students at CMS every Wednesday dur-
ing seventh period, hoping to pave the way for students 
in the future to do the same. Wanting to go into music 
education as a career, she has learned about the profes-
sion from her program and her own observations as a 
student of Band teacher Brian Handley, Choir teacher 
Tom Lehmkuhl and CMS music teacher Sarah Pru-
sasky. 

“Sophia is making sure to take Choir, Guitar, Digi-
tal Music and plays in Jazz Ensemble and in pit orches-
tra,” Handley says about his pupil’s proactive attitude 
toward a future music career. “I decided I wanted to be 
a music teacher in my senior year of high school too. I 
did none of this.”

Buraglio, who has gone to Mexico for three years 
with a church group, feels that her music experience 
can help bridge the language barrier between volun-
teers and young kids at the day care program they run. 
Buraglio believes that getting to interact with children 
of various ages has helped her realize her ultimate goal 
of teaching music education at the high school level. 

“I feel like high school can be a really formative 
period in someone’s life,” she says. “I’ve had some 
teachers who have really helped me through that growth 
process. That’s what I’d like to do with my students.”

Buraglio had an early start with music. As a child, 
her father decided not to introduce her to popular kids’ 
music; rather, he played Frank Sinatra and Jack John-
son, two of her all-time favorite artists. From those 
times in her early life, Buraglio developed a love of 

music that started with late nights of jamming with the 
family CD player to her first piano lessons in second 
grade. 

Though piano was 
technically her first instru-
ment, it wasn’t her favor-
ite. Still, piano provided 
the basic music theory 
foundation she needed to 
begin playing flute in 
fourth grade following in-
spiration from “The Blues 
Brothers.”

In total, Buraglio plays piano, flute, guitar, ukule-
le, piccolo and saxophone—six instruments, although 
other than flute, she solely plays for personal enjoy-
ment rather than sophisticated technique. 

“She is incredibly driven,” comments senior Olive 
De Luca, her peer in concert band, “and refuses to stop 
working on something until she has perfected it to the 
best of her ability.”

Buraglio, who this year joined the CHS concert 
choir, finds the overlap between vocal music and in-
strumental music fascinating, especially enjoying the 
air stream manipulation required for different instru-
ments and the fact that every new facet of music brings 
on a set of new challenges. 

“She carries herself really powerfully, but she’s 
not overbearing,” mock trial coach Bill Schrier says. 
“She has an unparalleled work ethic. She’s the real 
deal, Sophia Buraglio is.”

photo by BRUCE HAASE

Senior second-chair flutist and Music Student Council secretary Sophia Buraglio plays in the CHS concert band, 
pit orchestra and pep band. 

“I’ve had some teachers who 
have really helped me through 
that growth process. That’s 
what I’d like to do with my 
students.”

STUDENTS

STUDENTS
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Zach DeZee
senior

Sierra Seifert
sophomore

1. What are you most scared of?
2. What is your favorite part about the fall season?

3. Is it better to be nice or honest?
4. Who’s your favorite teacher this year?

5. Where’s the best place to eat lunch on campus?

Nynke Stomp
freshman

1. the dark
2. football
3. nice
4. Mr. Dooner
5. the amphitheater

1. snakes
2. Halloween
3. honest
4. Mrs. Randazzo
5. the amphitheater

1. spiders
2. I love all the leaves changing 
colors.
3. honest
4. Mr. Maas-Baldwin
5. the amphitheater

Brenna Ozel
junior

1. stepping on a thumbtack
2. It’s closer to Christmas!
3. nice
4. Mr. Borek
5. the tables by the library

Q  &  A  Q  &  A  Q  &  A  Q  &  A  Q  &  A
Q U E S T I O N S



The product of 
14-member boyband Brockhampton, who turned the 
music scene upside down last year, “Iridescence” 
proves to be their best album yet and one of the best 
of the year, following the ousting of the face of the 
group due to an abuse scandal. 

The 15-track studio album released on Sept. 
21 features a different taste to the group’s origi-
nal style. The project is full of experimental songs, 
voice changes, beat switches, tear-worthy ballads and 
more. “Iridescence,” in short, is about adjustment, the 
first installment in another musical trilogy of albums. 

The album kicks off with the banger “New Or-
leans,” which pieces together experimental gangster 
rap, meaningful lines and intense vocals into a five-
minute smash, featuring every rapping member of the 
group. The most sporadically featured and mysteri-
ous members of the group, Joba and Merlyn, shine on 
this track, which becomes a recurring theme through-
out the album. 

The best thing about this album is the peculiar, 
loud and emotional bars from the weirdest members 
of the group. Particular verses like Merlyn’s wild 
lines on the grime influenced “Where the Cash At” 
and Joba’s intense bars on “J’ouvert” show the true 

potential of the group. 
Recorded in London at Abbey Road Studios, 

the influence of British slang, trip-hop and loud 
synths are all over the album. The outlandish drums 
on “Fabric” and bass featured on “Tape” lift these 
tracks into the clouds. 

At the turning point of the album, “Weight,” a 
track emphasizing the pressure each member of the 
group faces, provides a perfectly fitting piece into 
an album like this one. Kevin Abstract, the leader of 
the group, brings one of the best verses of the album 
on this piece. 

The interesting thing about “Iridescence” is that 
it never drops off. The project is jam-packed with 
meaningful songs that can be listened to in almost 
any scenario. The versatility of the LP is strong, 
with songs that you can go wild to and songs that 
can make you cry. It’s not often that anyone comes 
across an album like that. 

This is only the beginning for Brockhampton. 
The wild instrumentals and blazing hot lyrics will 
continue to impress fans for the rest of the trilogy, 
and hopefully for many more. 
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DRAMA RETROSPECTIVE: ‘THE ADDAMS FAMILY’

Brockhampton bounces back with ‘Iridescence’ harder than ever 
following recent controversy  

Aries: March 20 - April 20
Ya know, there’s something so intense about you, Ar-
ies. You’re like a fierce mountain lion. A mountain lion 
who evolved from a cat. Cute little kitty-cat. That’s what 
you are. Embrace it. Drop the tough act this month. 
Taurus: April 21 - May 21 
Taurus?! Is that really you? You look so different! Did 
you do something with your hair? Oh wait– you’re 
stubborn. You never change. Like a bull or whatever. 
Where did they even get that from? Are bulls really 
stubborn? Why are not funneling more money into re-
searching bull behavior? Bull-havior, perhaps? 
Gemini: May 22 - June 22
Aw, you’re a GEM, Gemini! Of course I mean a 
ground-effect machine, a vehicle used to achieve sus-
tained flight through aerodynamic interactions between 
its wings and a level surface. Spread your wings and fly 
over those level surfaces through the turbulent month 
ahead. 
Cancer: June 23 - July 23 
You’re always the butt of everyone’s jokes due to your 
unfortunate name. We at The Carmel Sandpiper would 
never stoop as low as to make a joke about such “trop-
ics.” There is nothing to be seen here. Nope. Carry on. 
You’ll be fine this month. 
Leo: Julio 24 - Agosto 23 

Para ti, escribiré un horóscopo real. Este mes, ten cui-
dado. La gente intenta confundirte, pero no lo permitas. 
Toma el control de tu propio destino. Good luck! 
Virgo: August 24 - September 22
You’re having a moment right now. What kind of mo-
ment? Maybe it’s a cutting-your-bangs-by-yourself-
on-your-bathroom-floor-and-crying kind of moment. 
Maybe you just need some “me-time.” Whatever it is, 
live your moment! We will all be here for you when it’s 
over. Maybe. 
Libra: September 23 - October 22
It’s your time to shine this Libra season; however, I re-
ceived your horoscope during Virgo season so you’re 
just going to have to deal with it. Try something new 
this month, like Kraft™ Original Mac & Cheese Din-
ner™. #notspons 
Scorpio: October 23 - November 21
Be your best self this month! What kind of self? Yours, 
of course. All you. You. I can’t make ya feel anything. 
Ya gotta feel it. Feel that. 
Sagittarius: November 22 - December 21 
Go out and purchase some clown shoes. You might feel 
like your feet are too small for the shoes. It’s a meta-
phor for life, man. It’s a lifestyle. Show up to school in 
the clown shoes. Romp around. Live a lil’ bit. As for 
your month—I’ll tell you when you buy the shoes. Hit 

me up at thestars@space.com, and I’ll let you know. 
Capricorn: December 22 - January 19
“Capricorn” is derived from capri, meaning a type of 
shorts often worn by middle-aged men and corn as in 
the oft-enjoyed vegetable of the same name. Wear your 
capris and eat some corn. Become the barbecue dad 
that you’ve always wanted to be this month. 

Aquarius: January 20 - February 18 
You’re always so wishy-washy, y’know? Like, follow 
through with your plans. It isn’t that hard. You will 
thank yourself later. 

Pisces: February 19 - March 19
When asked what words came to mind when I said the 
word “Pisces,” a room of 10 newspaper students came 
up with the following—
● Fish (4/10 respondents) 
● Water (1/10 respondents)
● Apple pie (2/10 respondents)
● Lasagna (1/10 respondents) 
● Sign (1/10 respondents) 
● Greek gods (1/10 respondents)
According to this information, there is a 70 percent 
chance you will be eaten this month. Good luck! 

horoscopes 

Fester (junior Yvonne DiGirolamo) confronts Mal Beineke 
(senior Zeke Spooner) about his struggling marriage. 

Wednesday Addams (junior Mia Poletti) readies her cross-
bow as she prepares to shoot an apple off the head of 
Lucas Beineke (freshman John Campo). 

BY MILES PREKOSKI

Gomez Addams (junior Jeremiah Lamph) prepares 
to chase after his angry wife. 

courtesy of RCA

photos by ATHENA FOSLER-BRAZIL

The BROCKHAMPTON entourage recently topped the Bill-
board 200, after three LPs put out with the absence of a 
major label. 
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